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government of the country unchecked, through
their two great committees, the House of Com-
mons and the House of Lords, which were
composed of their own landed class. They
would far rather have had a new King, who
should owe his nominal title to them, than to
have the legitimate King James, who had behind
him the full traditions of monarchy. But to
these traditions, the masses of the English
people were still strongly attached, and the
wealthier classes who desired to get rid of the
King and to take over the Government for
their own advantage, could not openly upset
the principle of monarchy in the face of popular
opposition. It would be their object, I repeat,
to have someone called king who should replace
James II, but they would take care that this
new king should have no real power and should
be their servant.
So things stood until, in the fourth year
after James* accession, a son was born to him,
and the child lived. That changed everything.
A Catholic king, surrounded by many Catholic
advisers and friends, one determined to preserve
royal power, and insisting upon religious tolera-
tion (so that the Catholic minority, which was
something from an eighth of the people upwards,
should have offices of trust in spite of their
religion) had now an heir who would be brought